Sounds like a recruiting be one.

campaign? You bet! It's that

time of year when we need to On a more positive note, let
decide who's going to run our me tell you why | became an
chapter next year. All we officer. Prior to becoming a
need is five surveyors with a surveyor, | spent nearly 15
can-do attitude. And only one years in a career | didn't like.
of those five is required to be Getting into surveying
licensed. The rest just negg
to be members of our

chapter.

I know what you're
thinking. "Someone else
can do a better job than |

brought me enjoyment in my
can." "I'm too busy." "There's work, a sense of

plenty of people available to
do it." Well let me tell you
something. If we took that
kind of approach to our work,
we'd probably find ourselves
unemployed. And if we
continue to treat our CLSA
chapter that way, there won't

accomplishment on a daily
basis, and within 4 years,

| feel that my family and |
have benefited greatly from
this profession. | wanted to
give something back. So

$

We're Looking For A
Few Good Surveyors!

when Jed DeGraff asked me if
I would be willing to serve as
chapter secretary, | said yes.
The following year | became
vice-president, and now I'm
the chapter president.

Now, after serving three years
as an officer, life's
journey has taken me out
of the Sacramento
chapter's geographical
area. However, next year
I will still be a member of
the chapter executive board as
the Immediate Past President.
That provision in our by-laws
helps provide continuity in

more than doubled what | was the event that all the officers
making in my previous career. are newly elected. Likewise,

the provision that our state
CLSA board reps are elected
to a 2-year term also gives
continuity. (We are currently

Continued page 5
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The new schedules for Sacramento City Collegethiefall Semester is available on the
web.

http://www.losrios.edu/class_schedules_reader.plog8cc/fall/Surveying-SURVY.htm

See page 6 for the list of new LS from our prepsd!
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CLSA
NORTHERN COUNTIES CHAPTER

BBQ PICNIC

COME SPEND AN AFTERNOON WITH US AND

SPECIAL GUEST PRESIDENT-ELECT MATT VERNON
AT THE

HAMMON GROVE PARK

APPROXIMATELY 12 MILES EAST OF MARYSVILLE ON STATE HIGHWAY 20, 1 MILE
EAST OF MARYSVILLE ROAD AT BROWNS VALLEY ON THE SOU THEAST SIDE OF
THE DRY CREEK BRIDGE

AND ENJOY
A BBQ STEAK OR CHICKEN LUNCH

AUGUST 16, 2008, FROM 11:00 A.M. TO 3:00 P.M.
NON-CHAPTER MEMBER COST $10.00 PER PERSON

BRING A SIDE DISH OR A DESSERT
AND YOUR OWN TABLE SERVICE AND LAWN CHAIRS

ICE COLD SOFT DRINKS AND WATER WILL BE PROVIDED

FRISBEE GOLF COURSE - HORSESHOES-HIKING-FELLOWSHIP

% $ '9) $* + ()

ML $%&& ! () (*( +,

LET ME KNOW IF YOU WANT STEAK OR CHICKEN
AND HOW MANY PLAN ON COMING

E-MAIL ME AT GTLIP@AOL.COM_OR GLIPPINCOTT@CO.YUBA.CA.US
OR MAIL GARY LIPPINCOTT
1652 YOUNG AVENUE, PARADISE, CA 95969
PH. 530-877-3567 (After 2:00 p.m.)
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& # $ Paul Tonn,
CLSA Sacramento chapter
$ & President, is a Transportation
Surveyor with the California
D Department of Transportation
B & # (Caltrans), and a Land-
"< Surveyor-in-Training. When
he's not surveying, he keeps
6 # #
busy as a husband and a father
C of 7 children.
qualified for two reps, but only one and speaker or special event for eachALL POSITIONS - vote on chapter
term is expiring this year.) meeting; fills in for the president if business; carry out chapter business
the president isn't available between meetings; give direction to the
Okay, so now you're wondering, Treasurer - handles the finances for the chapter as a whole
"What do the officers actually do, chapter
anyway?" Well, the official answer to Secretary - maintains the chapter's So as | give a fourth year of service to our
that is found in our chapter by-laws. records; takes the minutes at chapter chapter and continue to give back to our
But here is my version, based on meetings; coordinates with the Focal profession, who will step forward and join
experience: Point editor to disseminate me? If you're interested in serving, please
President - determines the agenda for information (the Focal Point editor is contact our nominating committee, Oscar
the business portion of each not an officer position; however, the Jarquin and Rob McMillan, prior to the
meeting; presides over the chapter  current editor is also serving as the  August 16th meeting. Or if you miss that
meetings; functions as the leader chapter secretary; the previous editor deadline, show up at the September meeting
for the executive board; serves as served in several officer positions and nominate yourself prior to the election.
a point of contact for information over the years as well) And please,_everyoneome out in
about the chapter and its activities State CLSA board representative - attend September and vote for our 2009 officers!
(all of the positions do that last the quarterly meetings of the state
one) board; convey information between

Vice-President - arranges the location the chapter and the board
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LASKER THEODORE HARRIS 8420
RECIO FAITH BARBARA 8424
MELLO DAVID SAMUEL 8439
REMINGTON DANA JOHN 8448
GREGORY DANNY ALLEN 8454
MALLEN JOHN STEPHEN 8457
JUCHAU JAMES MICHAEL 8473
MONSOUR RON EDWARD 8474
KOEPKE JAMES AARON 8487
PACE JACOB CHARLES 8492
BUSH KEITH STEVEN 8494
MORROW MATTHEW DAVID 8501
BARNUM BRADEN DAVID 8507
HARRIS THOMAS ELLIS 8532
GASSER JASONE A 8536
DAVIS GERALD THEOPHIL 8545

L (s
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Colleagues,

13 4

considerably higher than the rest
of the last decade.

Please let your interested staffThis high passing rate can again
know that BPELS has adopted been attributed to several factors,
the cut-score including the numerous Caltrans/
of 221 out of 400 (55%) for the CLSA prep classes, the CLSA
April 2008 California State PLS Exam Guide,
specific PLS and an exam that according to
exam, and approved the resultscandidates was more clearly
This cut-score is a slightly worded and
higher passing straightforward than some
score than previous years. previous exams. A word of
Statistics are as follows: the  thanks should go out to
number of all involved in LS Review
candidates was 463, the numbetlasses, the CLSA Exam Guide,
passing the California State  and BPELS Exam
specific PLS Development activities.
exam was 148, and the
percentage passing was 32%.

The number of candidates, The anticipated mailing date for

the number passing and percenall exams is August 4, 2008. The
passing are slightly lower than result

the April letters are mailed to the

2007 exam's 519, 179, and candidates at their addresses of
34.5%, but the April 2008 record. If you

figures are still

have changed your address of
record since the examination
and you have not

yet notified the Board

directly, you need to complete
an Address Change

Affidavit and fax it to the
Board at (916) 263-2246.
Submitting a change of
address or forwarding request
to the U.S. Postal Service is
not sufficient;

you must notify the Board
directly.

Result letters are sent by U.S.
Postal Service. We will not
send out

duplicate result letters until
the dates listed below.
Therefore, please do

NOT contact the Board to
request a duplicate result letter
prior to the 10 day limit.
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New Thlngs

results.) Anyway, over the administration of the exam
several other items could save us money by removing

0 sounded the need for the Board to a reserve
interesting, so | fund in case an exam is lost during
12 took the morning  testing.
off to attend.
3 | learned the Board is very busy

| was not bored at watching out for us. Proposed
the Board. | saw a new memberlegislation is being watched,

Do you like to try new and (David Luzuriaga) sworn in. supported and opposed. (Did you
different foods? | do. | always Tom Wilford (PLS 4342) know our Board is one of the few
say, “l eat haggis. | will try any commented on unlicensed who approve test cut scores?
food at least once.” Well, activity in his area. | learned  Others have delegated that
sometimes that adventuresome what “license by eminence” responsibility to staff. Check out

thinking spills over into doing  means and why it is not used by SB1780.)
new things as well. Thursday, the Board.

July 31, 2008 was my first Board members observe ABET

Board for Professional | got to see our own Pat Tami  reviews of colleges and the annue

Engineers and Land Surveyors become the President of the NCEES meeting to look out for us

(BPELS) meeting. Board. (Yeah!) | learned that a our fellow taxpayers, and our futu
licensee must sign contracts, Land Surveyors and Engineers.

| had been watching this even though other corporate

meeting because the Board was officers may need to sign as Some exemptions to the Governo
to approve the cut scores for thewell. | learned about funding  executive order were required to
exam. Being a facilitator for and the Board loaning funds to continue with testing in October

our Sacramento Chapter LS the General Fund. (Our and to keep contracts going (like
review class, | was hoping that activities are not cheap!) the one for Ric Moore, PLS).
this year we might top San

Diego’s effort and have more of The Staff Land Surveyor FINALLY, the cut scores were

our students pass than theirs thigosition is being reviewed by  announced! (You can check them
year. (Considering their fine DCA and should start to move out on the board websitet}tp://
showing last year, that is a tall after the budget is signed. A www.pels.ca.gov/applicants/
order. Friendly competition is a Local Officials’ Guide to Board exam_statistics.shtml

good thing especially when the Rules and Regulation is

exam is yielding such great forthcoming. NCEES taking

Mark Your Calendar!
CLSA Conference 2009
March 28 - April 1, 2009
Hilton San Diego Resort (Mission Bay)
San Diego, CA




President: Paul Tonn (916) 628-5022 paul_tonn@dot.ca.gov

Vice-President: Clayton Guiraud (916) 653-2698 cguiraud@water.ca.gov
Secretary: Annette Lockhart (209) 518-9962 focalpointeditor@gmail.com
Treasurer: Nick Labedzki (916) 445-8695 Nlabedzki@parks.ca.gov
Immediate Past President: Jon Scarpa (916) 723-78

Board Representative Bill Telling (916) 769-8258 bill_pls@surewest.net
Board Representative Rob McMillan (916) 227-7665 RobMcMillan@comcast.net
Editor Annette Lockhart (209) 518-9962 focalpointeditor@gmail.com

The FOCAL POINT is a publication of the Sacrameiitea Chapter of the California Land Surveyors
Association and is pleased to publish letters flamna surveyors and other interested persons oeaubj
matter relevant to the land surveying professiBlease include your name, address and daytime phone
number. Views expressed are the opinions of thigithehl writers and are not necessarily those o8&/ the
Chapter, or the editor. FOCAL POINT accepts nooaspility for the accuracy of the information gnze
Letters may be edited and published in any forihtetters submitted become the property of thedto
Point. Due to space restrictions, FOCAL POINT ressetthe right to hold letters for publication dager
date.
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