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A PUBLICATION OF THE SACRAMENTO  

AREA CHAPTER OF THE CALIFORNIA 

LAND SURVEYORS ASSOCIATION           

 
February 2008 

Winter’s fun  
  is upon us! 

Don’t you just love the new year!  It is a chance 
to do new things and repeat the ones we liked 
from last year.  Here is our opportunity to 
make this year filled with exciting new infor-
mation… and a little fellowship along the way. 
In this issue are new things from me and from 
our contributors.  As we build a new style to-

gether, let me know what features you like and what fea-
tures you would like to see.  As always, email me at: 
focalpointeditor@gmail.com 

Our Next Meeting  
February 7, 2008 

See inside for details 
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Education Corner 

CLSA Conference 2008 
February 23-27, 2008 

Silver Legacy Hotel & Casino - Reno, NV 
Room Rate: $69 

Reservations: (800) 687-8733 
Group Code: CLSA8  

http://www.californiasurveyors.org/files/
eventRegistration.asp?cseid=22 

Register on line: 

Keynote Address 
11:30 AM - 12:00 PM 
Marc Cheves, Editor 
American Surveyor 

The Conference Office will maintain an attendance record of Professional 
Development Hours (PDHs) for those persons who register for PDHs with the 
Conference Registration Office. Persons wishing to receive a record of PDHs 
will be required to register with the Conference Registration Office PRIOR to 
attending conference sessions. For further information, please contact CLSA 
Conference Registration Office at (707) 578-6016. 

PDHs 
Wanted? 
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 Being a bit tardy for January’s chapter meeting, I was nominated and unanimously voted in as 
Membership Coordinator for 2008.  My first order of business will be to make sure all those attending last 
month’s meeting are current with their membership obligations, especially those who shouted “Aye” after 
those immortal words “All in favor.”  That being said, I would like to encourage your participation and 
membership in the California Land Surveyors Association at the state level and the Sacramento Chapter 
of California Land Surveyors Association at the local level.  This is your professional organization 
representing the interests of land surveyors for the State of California. 
 
 The Sacramento Chapter of CLSA is an active organization, providing monthly dinner meetings with 
guest speakers and topics of interest, educational seminars, as well as scholarships opportunities for 
students pursuing Land Surveying curriculums at the college level.  The Chapter has embarked on a 
recently new tradition of donating our professional survey skills in the field and office for Habitat for 
Humanity.  This is a rare opportunity for most of us to work side by side with our fellow colleagues.  To 
get to know one another on another informal basis, we plan events such as an annual Sacramento 
Rivercats baseball game, summer picnic hosted by the Northern Counties Chapter, and Holiday party & 
raffle. 
 
 As Professional Land Surveyors, we have a duty and obligation to the public to stay abreast of current 
laws, regulations, and technology.  Thus, continuing education is a necessity to perform our craft.  CLSA 
sends out notifications to our members for CLSA sponsored seminars and conferences.   A few of the 
topics to be presented at this year’s conference in Reno (February 23-27) include Subdivision Map Act, 
High Definition Surveying, RTN Concepts & Solutions, Certified Federal Survey Program, Internet 
Resources, Terrestrial Laser Scanning, Land Based Lidar, Professional Liability for Surveyors, Legal 
Descriptions, California Spatial Reference Center, ALTA Surveys, CLSA & the Legislature, BPELS Panel 
Discussion, and NGS – National Readjustment & Height Modernization, just to mention a few. 
 
 Your membership entitles you to several benefits.  Receiving the Sacramento Chapter’s monthly 
newsletter, the “Focal Point,” the bi-monthly editions of the “CLSA News,” and the quarterly editions of the 
“California Surveyor.”  Discounts on CLSA Annual Conference, CLSA Seminars, CLSA Publications, 
CLSA Insurance Programs, and at Office Depot, I.C. System, and PayAmerica. 
 
 If you have not already done so, please consider joining our organization and supporting our profession.  
To join the Sacramento Chapter, complete the application found within this newsletter.  To join at the 
state level, please visit the CLSA website at: http://www.californiasurveyors.org/files/joinclsa.asp 
 
 If I can answer any questions, please call me at 916-834-9727. 

PAST-
PRESIDENT’S  
    CORNER 

Jon Scarpa, Past-President 



Page 4  

 

2008 SACRAMENTO CHAPTER CLSA MEMBERSHIP FORM 
 

Name: ________________________________ Company: 
_____________________________________ 
 

Business Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
City:  __________________________________   Zip: ________________ 
 

Home Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________________   Zip: ________________ 
 

Home Phone #: _________________________  Work Phone #: __________________________ 
 

LS  Number: ___________________________  Fax #: _________________________________ 
 

Personal E-Mail Address: ______________________Work E-Mail Address: _______________________ 
(E-mail address required to receive Focal Point) 

Preferred Mailing Address: �  Home �  Business    
Preferred E-Mail Address: �  Home   �  Business 

 

�     CORPORATE MEMBER – Annual Dues:  $40.00 
                  Any person with a valid California Land Surveyor or Photogrammetry License 
�     ASSOCIATE MEMBER – Annual Dues: $20.00 

 Any person who holds a valid certificate as a Land Surveyor-In-Training 
�     AFFILIATE MEMBER – Annual Dues:  $20.00 

 Any person who, in their profession, relies upon the fundamentals of Land Surveying 
�     STUDENT MEMBER – Annual Dues:  $5.00 

 A college or university student actively pursuing the study of Land Surveying 
 

Employment Status:   � Private    � Public    � Student    � Retired    � Other 
 

Are you a member of the Statewide CLSA?   � Yes      � No   
If yes, what type?    � Corporate   � Associate   � Affiliate   � Student   � Sustaining   � Life 

Please indicate the activity you would most like to participate in: 
� Barbeque    � Picnic/Survey Olympics     � Sports Night    � Discussion Forum    � Seminar   

Please indicate the type of program or topics you would like to see most at the meetings: 
� CLSA Information   � Technical   � Business   � Legal   � Local Agencies   � Other 

Please share your views on activities you would like to see this chapter be involved with (seminars/outreach, etc.), or 
things you would like to change (meeting time/place, etc.). 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
I am including a donation of $_________ for the Scholarship Fund. Make checks payable to SAC CLSA 
Bring completed application to the next meeting, or mail to:  

CLSA – SAC 
P.O. Box 162786 
Sacramento, CA 95816-2786 
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Upcoming Sacramento Chapter Meetings 
————————————————————- 

Thursday, February 7 - Cattlemen’s  Rancho Cordova  
Speaker: Marti Ikehara, State Advisor, NGS 

5:00 - 6:00 relaxation/attitude adjustment 
6:00 - 7:00 business meeting and dinner 
7:00 - 8:30 presentation/guest speaker 

 
 Westbound Highway 50: Westbound on 50 to the Hazel Avenue exit. Turn left onto 

Hazel Avenue and continue over the highway overpass. Turn left onto Folsom 
Boulevard and take the first or second entrance into the Nimbus Winery Complex. 
Follow the signs to the restaurant. 

Eastbound Highway 50: Follow eastbound Highway 50 to Hazel Avenue exit. Turn 
right onto Hazel Avenue and take an immediate left onto Folsom Boulevard. Take a 
left into the Nimbus Winery complex and follow the signs to the restaurant. 
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January 2008 Meeting Notes 
President’s Report 
Paul Carlson resigned as Chapter Representative.  Bill Telling was elected by the 
Board to fill vacancy. 
New Committee Chairs: 
Membership– Jon Scarpa (Read his new article for details.) 
Education– Don Ivy 
Government– Joe Tennison 
Professional Practice– Neal Jones, Nick Labedzki, Evan Page 
Public Service Project: 
Looking for a project.  Would like to Habitat for Humanity.  Dave Karoly to check. 
Vice President: 
Next meeting– Cattleman’s Rancho Cordova with Marti Ikehara.  March is at 
Cattleman’s in Roseville with program to be announced. 
Secretary: 
Focal Point electronic in February.   
Treasurer: 
Would like to move the bank account to Bank of America. 
Motioned, seconded and approved.  14000-15000 in account with deposits 
outstanding. 
Education Committee: 
Prep class has 40+ signed up.  Starting January 10th. 

Continued 
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Old Business: 
Website– motioned and approved to turn control to Bill Jackson.  Gift Certificate for 
last year’s instructors to be delivered. Sacramento City College suggested providing 
tripods.  Community College scholarships are available for CLSA state. 
New Business: 
Authorization to spend up to $400 on MS publisher.  Motioned, seconded and 
approved. 

Speaker’s Presentation 
Pat Tami,  

Member of the Board for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors 
 
• Sacramento Chapter is now his home chapter. (Yeah!)   

• Currently,  he is the Vice-President of the Board. 

• Check website for new license date. 

• LS TAC is the only active TAC.  They are working on Log Books for tracking 
experience. 

• Calculator policy is necessary to use National Exam.  Check for current policy! 

• Permanent LS to be working at the Board at a level equivalent to a Senior 
Transportation Surveyor. 
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CLSA SACRAMENTO - 2008 CHAPTER OFFICERS 
 

President:  Paul Tonn  (916) 628-5022   paul_tonn@dot.ca.gov 
Vice-President: Clayton Guiraud  (916) 628-5022   cguiraud@water.ca.gov  
Secretary:  Annette Lockhart (209) 518-9962   focalpointeditor@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Nick Labedzki  (916) 445-8695    Nlabedzki@parks.ca.gov  
Immediate Past President:  Jon Scarpa  (916) 784-7823   jons@quadknopf.com   
Board Representative Bill Telling  (916) 769-8258   bill_pls@surewest.net 
Board Representative Rob McMillan   (916) 227-7665    RobMcMillan@comcast.net  
Webmaster  Dean Baker      amiwhere@msn.com 
 

FOCAL POINT ADMINISTRATION 
 

Editor    Annette Lockhart (209) 518-9962   focalpointeditor@gmail.com 
Circulation  Micki & Larry Fenske 
 

The FOCAL POINT is a publication of the Sacramento Area Chapter of the California Land Surveyors Association and is pleased 
to publish letters from land surveyors and other interested persons on subject matter relevant to the land surveying profession.  
Please include your name, address and daytime phone number. Views expressed are the opinions of the individual writers and are 
not necessarily those of CLSA, the Chapter, or the editor. FOCAL POINT accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the 
information given. Letters may be edited and published in any format. All letters submitted become the property of the Focal 
Point. Due to space restrictions, FOCAL POINT reserves the right to hold letters for publication at a later date. 
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Being a Corporate Sponsor is a reasonable and cost effective way to support the Sacramento Chapter of 
CLSA. This corporate support is vital to sustaining our chapter activities, monthly newsletter and 
scholarship fund. If your firm would like to become a Corporate Sponsor please contact the editor at: 
focalpointeditor@ gmail.com or (209) 518-9962. 

GONZALES 
SURVEYS, INC. 

DBE/SMBE UNION SIGNATORY 

6240 West 6th Street 
Rio Linda, CA  95673 

(916) 768-6303 

11661 Blocker Dr. 
Ste 200 
Auburn, CA  95603 
(530) 885-7072 

1788 Tribute Rd. Ste. 200 
Sacramento, CA  95815 
(916) 927-2400 

7300 Folsom Blvd., Ste 203  
Sacramento, CA  95826 

2590 Venture Oaks Way 
Sacramento, CA 95833-3288 
(916) 569-2500 

3301 C Street #100-B 
Sacramento, CA  95816 
(916) 341-7760 

Morrow Surveying 
1450 Harbor Blvd. Ste. D 

West Sacramento, CA  95691 

5979 Freeport Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA  95822 
(916) 421-3465 

Burrell Consulting Group, Inc. 
1001 Enterprise Way, Suite 100 

 
4733 Auburn Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA 95841 
(916) 344-0232 

2001 Broadway, 3rd Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

2295 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite #140 
Sacramento, Ca. 95833 
Ph: (916) 923-5820 

1300 Ethan Way, Suite 300 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

(916) 921-9033 

P.O. Box 661412 
Sacramento, CA 95866 
916-489-3528 

David B. Karoly, LS 7849 
Boundary & Topographic Surveys 
GPS Control Surveys 

1075 Creekside Ridge Dr. Ste 200  
Roseville, CA 95678 
(916) 788-8122  

Now located in Sacramento 
R/W Mapping, Topos, Boundaries 
A full-service DBE/SBE firm 
916-419-2070 

Cooper Thorne & Associates 
Engineering & Surveying 
3233 Monier Circle 

3380 Industrial Blvd., #105 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
(916) 374-8575 

Radman Aerial Surveys 
6220 24th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95822 

Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsors for Supporting the Sacramento Chapter 
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Sometimes, we just don’t know what might happen… 
 
At a recent joint meeting in Marysville, I was asked to speak at a Conference for girls 
at Yuba College.  I said yes.  What I thought might be talking a few girls about 
surveying turned out to be speaking to 600 8th grade girls as the keynote speaker for 
AAUW Math and Science Conference.  I have to admit it was a little intimidating.  
Have to say, the event was great and the adults as well as the girls were outstanding!  
They were all very receptive. 
 
In case you find yourself in a similar situation and are stuck for a topic, try talking 
about yourself.  I find even unruly teenagers will respond to a truthful sharing of 
experience.   As most of us probably found surveying by accident, it makes each of our 
stories unique and personal.  Take the time to share, such as through TrigStar.  You 
may be the key to opening the many opportunities our profession has to offer to the 
next round of rear chainmen. 

Outer Limits 


