
drafting, design 
surveys to 
construction, 
boundary ties to 
analysis and 
determinations, 
chainman to 
management.  I have 
seen a lot and helped 
in resolving many 
problems, boundary 
and construction, as 
well as personnel and 
client relations. 

May 5th 
through May 9th 
2008, I was fortunate 
enough to be 
rejuvenated in my 
love of my career.  
First please allow me 
to indulge in a little 
of my own 
background.  I have 
been surveying for 
over twenty years, 
the last eight of 
which I have held a 
California Land 

Surveyors License.  
During that time I 

have been fortunate 
enough to get 
exposure to all 
aspects of the 
profession, from: 
field work to 
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Logan’s Road House 
3698 North Freeway Blvd  
Sacramento, CA 
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Speaker: Bruce Joffe 
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Continued on page 4 
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Check out the new classes available at Sacramento City College.  
Registration must be completed two weeks before the start of class to 
ensure availability of class offerings. 
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Statewide Candidates 
Fundamental 237 
Professional 90 
This is why we should provide lunches! 

National Professional Exam Candidates at the Sacramento exam site. 
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 Rush Limbaugh has 
said, “If you want to be 
good at what you do, you 
should surround yourself 
with those who are the best 
at what you want to do.”  
Paraphrased, but good 
advice, no matter what 
your political views might 
be.  When surrounded by 
the best, you have no 
choice but to learn by 
osmosis.  You will never be 
the best Tennis, Ball player, 
Golfer, or Chess player if 
you never go up against 
others that are better than 
you are.  I have been 
fortunate in my career to 
work with some very fine 
surveyors.  Each of whom 
shared their knowledge 
with me, while challenging 
me to solve problems for 
myself, and to think 
problems through.  I thank 
them, each and everyone. 

 My rejuvenation 
came when I realized I was 
once again working with 
others that care about and 
for our profession, while 
attending the Caltrans 
Survey Academy, after 
joining Caltrans earlier last 

year.  You might 
think a twenty-year 
veteran of 
surveying would 
get little or nothing 
out of a basic 
survey 
fundamentals class, 
but when you have 
instructors that care 
about what they do 
everyday, it is hard 
not to be inspired. 

 Some might 
ask what does this 
have to do with 
perfecting our craft, 
or what are you 
talking about 
“Craft”?  Webster’s 
online dictionary 
defines Craft  as:   
1: skill in planning, 
making, or 
executing: 
DEXTERITY 2 a: 
an occupation or 
trade requiring 
manual dexterity or 
artistic skill <the 
carpenter's craft> 
<the craft of 
writing plays> 
<crafts such as 
pottery, carpentry, 

and sewing>. 4: the 
members of a trade or 
trade association 

Dexterity as: 1: 
mental skill or 
quickness: ADROITNESS 
2: readiness and grace 
in physical activity; 
especially: skill and 
ease in using the hands 
<manual dexterity> 

Adroitness as: having 
or showing skill, 
cleverness, or 
resourcefulness in 
handling situations 
<an adroit leader> 
<adroit maneuvers> 

Based on those 
definitions I must say 
Surveying is most 
definitely a Craft to 
me.  So what do you 
do to prefect your 
craft?  Ask any LSIT 
or beginning surveyor 
and they have an 
answer, but for those 
of us that have our 
License, what can we 
say?  Do you attend 
conventions or 
seminars? Do you read 
technical articles in 

0 ) # � � � � ) � � � �

Continued on page 5 
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survey publications?  Have 
you ever written one?  All 
of those things are good 
but those are more in 
keeping up with the current 
changes, not so much 
perfecting. 

So how do we 
perfect our craft?  For me it 
has always been finding 
that question in every 
situation, where my skills 
seemed to need to be 
honed, and pursuing every 
little aspect of that, looking 
up laws, definitions, 
technical papers, and 
textbook examples about 
the subject.  Making sure, I 
knew what I thought I 
knew, always questioning 
myself, to myself and 
through others.  I would 
ask subordinates, peers, 
and superiors alike, for 
their thoughts and 

opinions.  Some would 
simply blow me off (those 
that did not want to share or 
felt the problem was beneath 
them or over their heads) 
others would embrace the 
challenge with me and take 
on the opportunity to learn 
for themselves. 

As with life you must 
allow the learning to take 
you along, do not try to stay 
in one place for too long and 
don’t try to force the course 
in a direction of your 
choosing.  If you find 
yourself learning away from 
the subject do not force it 
back to your path, learning is 
always good especially if 
you did not expect to learn 
what you are learning.  Do 
not be afraid alter or pick a 
new path, find a different 
subtopic or change to a new 
topic altogether. 

Doctors practice 
medicine, they have 
medical practices, isn’t that 
because there is always 
more out there to learn?  I 
think so and I think it is 
also, so with Surveying.  I 
had a colleague once that 
was an LSIT at the same 
time I was, we both moved 
on to other firms and he got 
his license a few years after 
I got mine.  I must admit I 
had always thought of him 
as a little arrogant, and over 
confident, I was mistaken...  
I ran into him at a party 
about a year after he had 
gotten his license, what he 
told me put so much into 
perspective: “Now that I 
have my license I realize 
just how little I know, and 
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Continued on page 6 
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had to know to past the 
test.”  Perhaps, I was the 
arrogant one? 

I perfect my craft 
to make myself a better 
surveyor, and to make 
myself a better asset for 
my employer.  Every one 
of the speakers at the 
Survey Academy I 
attended presented 
themselves in the same 
way.  From Right of Way 
(Boundary) Surveys to 
Construction Staking, 
Field procedures to Office 
Calculations, and Safety 
to Project Management.  
Every one of these people 
took their job seriously 
and professionally, and 
presented each subject 
and aspect with complete 
and thorough knowledge. 

After spending 

most of my career in the 
private sector, I know how 
difficult it is to find time to 
expand your knowledge, and 
find time to learn new things, 
and keep your boss off your 
back, but it is possible.  Try a 
new approach the next time 
you have a difficult, 
boundary or staking 
problem; instead of spending 
your time guessing at 
solutions or just using the 
same old standard company 
way of doing things. Step 
back and take the time to 
look up the problem in a 
survey textbook, or an old 
magazine, discuss it with a 
colleague, or look it up 
online.  Chances are you will 
save time in the end, and you 
will perfect your craft at the 
same time.  This may not be 
the case every time but you 

should find, by taking a 
few extra minutes to 
come to a sound 
resolution, thought-out 
fully, in the first place, 
each time, it will 
improve your decision 
making skills for future 
dilemmas, in turn, 
saving you a multitude 
of time, headaches, and 
money in the long run.  

I challenge every 
Surveyor reading this to 
perfect your craft and to 
inspire colleagues, 
subordinates, and even 
employers to do the 
same.  This alone will 
help to bring unity to 
our profession and shine 
a new light on us for the 
public to see ours as a 
true Profession. 

0 ) # � � � � ) � � � �



� � - � �  �� ) * � $ + � , � � ( ( & �

 
Being a Corporate Sponsor is a reasonable and cost effective way to support the Sacramento Chapter of 
CLSA. This corporate support is vital to sustaining our chapter activities, monthly newsletter and 
scholarship fund. If your firm would like to become a Corporate Sponsor please contact the editor at: 
focalpointeditor@gmail.com or (209) 518-9962. 

GONZALES 
SURVEYS, INC. 

DBE/SMBE UNION SIGNATORY 

6240 West 6th Street 
Rio Linda, CA  95673 

(916) 768-6303 

11661 Blocker 
Dr. 

Ste 200 
Auburn, CA  
95603 

1788 Tribute Rd. Ste. 200 
Sacramento, CA  95815 
(916) 927-2400 

7300 Folsom Blvd., Ste 203  

Sacramento, CA  95826 

2590 Venture Oaks Way 
Sacramento, CA 95833-3288 
(916) 569-2500 

3301 C Street #100-B 

Sacramento, CA  95816 

(916) 341-7760 

Morrow Surveying 
1450 Harbor Blvd. Ste. D 

West Sacramento, CA  95691 
(916) 372-8538 

5979 Freeport Blvd. 
Sacramento, CA  95822 
(916) 421-3465 

Burrell Consulting Group, Inc. 
1001 Enterprise Way, Suite 100 
Roseville, CA 95678 

2001 Broadway, 3rd Floor 
Oakland, CA 94612 

(510) 834-2001                                           www.hjw.com  

2295 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite #140 

Sacramento, Ca. 95833 

Ph: (916) 923-5820 

1300 Ethan Way, Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
(916) 921-9033 
info@cbcsurveys.com 

P.O. Box 661412 
Sacramento, CA 95866 
916-489-3528 

David B. Karoly, LS 7849 
Boundary & Topographic Surveys 
GPS Control Surveys 

1075 Creekside Ridge Dr. Ste 200  
Roseville, CA 95678 
(916) 788-8122  

Now located in Sacramento 
R/W Mapping, Topos, Boundaries 
A full-service DBE/SBE firm 
916-419-2070 

Cooper Thorne & Associates 
Engineering & Surveying 
3233 Monier Circle 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95742 

3380 Industrial Blvd., #105 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
(916) 374-8575 

Radman Aerial Surveys 
6220 24th Street 

Sacramento, CA  95822 
(916) 391-1651 

Thanks to Our Corporate Sponsors for Supporting the  Sacramento Chapter  
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Prior to the recent 
change, the law 
required a 
licensed land 
surveyor to obtain 
a stamp or seal 
with the 
designation 
"Licensed Land 
Surveyor" 
containing the 
expiration date of 
the license. The 
law requires that 
specified multiple 
page land 
surveying 
documents 
contain the 
signature, seal or 
stamp, date of 
signing and 

sealing or 
stamping, and 
expiration date of 
the license on 
specified pages. 
This change in 
the law still 
requires licensed 
land surveyors to 
obtain the stamp 
or seal but 
eliminates the 
requirement that 
the license 
expiration date 
appear on the 
stamp or seal and 
the multiple page 
land surveying 
documents. This 

change  also 
makes 
nonsubstantive, 
technical, and 
conforming 
changes. 
Because the 
change  imposes 
new requirements 
on licensed land 
surveyors, the 
violation of which 
would be a crime, 
the bill would 
impose a state 
mandated local 
program.� 
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AB 645 has been chaptered and will take effect January 1, 2010. 
 
LAST HIST. ACTION   :  Chaptered by Secretary of State - Chapter 
368, Statutes of 2009. 
 
For additional bill information, check out the CLSA News! 

Holiday Party on December 3rd at the Citizen Hotel. 
Check out the website for updated information.  



write descriptions of land 
for deeds, leases and 
other legal documents; 
define airspace for 
airports; and take 
measurements of 
construction and mineral 
sites. 

9. Surveyor 
 Fighting with your neighbor 
about where to put the fence 
in your backyard?   Ask a 
surveyor for help. Surveyors 
measure and draw what the 
Earth's surface looks like, 
determining official land, air 
and water boundaries.    They 

  Education: A bachelor's 
degree in surveying or a 
related field; every state 
requires that surveyors be 
licensed.                      
Average annual salary: 
$54,140 
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If you're looking for a unique and,  perhaps, tricky way to 
share your love  of mapping with your friends and  family, 
then carve out sometime this  week to take a field trip to a 
corn  maze near you. 
   
Thanks to GPS technology, corn mazes are popping up all over the country.  What 
used to be a labor-intensive activity--transferring a design to the field by hand using a 
grid system--can now be done in less than a day using satellite technology and tractor
-mounted computers for plotting and cutting. 
   
And while you are finding your way through the maze, the USGS Rocky Mountain 
Mapping Center has created a comprehensive lesson plan you can use to teach geog-
raphy on your adventure.  The 10 lessons in Corn Maze Geography cover map inter-
pretation to GPS navigation to complex concepts such as  spatial organization of peo-
ple on the  Earth's surface, land use issues,  culture, climate and cultivation, and  
much more. There is something for every age group. 
 

Follow this link (coordinates not required) for more information: 

http://www.cornmazedir.com/ca/ca.htm  
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 Clayton Guiraud           (916) 653-2698             President@sac-surveyors.org 
 Oscar Jarquin              (916) 201-0992             VicePresident@sac-surveyors.org 
 Annette Lockhart         (209) 518-9962              Secretary@sac-surveyors.org 
 Nick Labedzki              (916) 445-8695             Treasurer@sac-surveyors.org 
 Paul Tonn                     (916) 628-5022              PastPresident@sac-surveyors.org 
 Bill Telling                     (916) 769-8258              BoardReps@sac-surveyors.org 
 Rob McMillan               (760) 846-4491              BoardReps@sac-surveyors.org 
 New address: PO BOX 160234 Sacramento, CA  95816 
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 Editor   Annette Lockhart (209) 518-9962  focalpointeditor@gmail.com 
 Workshops Bill Telling   (916) 769-8258  workshop@sac-surveyors.org 
 Webgeek Jeremy Dean     webgeek@sac-surveyors.org 

 
The FOCAL POINT is a publication of the Sacramento Area Chapter of the California Land Surveyors 
Association and is pleased to publish letters from land surveyors and other interested persons on subject 
matter relevant to the land surveying profession.  Please include your name, address and daytime phone 
number. Views expressed are the opinions of the individual writers and are not necessarily those of CLSA, the 
Chapter, or the editor. FOCAL POINT accepts no responsibility for the accuracy of the information given. 
Letters may be edited and published in any format. All letters submitted become the property of the Focal 
Point. Due to space restrictions, FOCAL POINT reserves the right to hold letters for publication at a later 
date. 
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